
Prom S i r  John Burdon-Sanderson t o  F.0. 

(This i s  the f i r s t  l e t t e r  received about the Regius Professorship 
Broqgh t  t o  Canton on June 19th ,  1904, and cable  sent  that n i g h t  
Rwing he would consider it) . (G.R.O.) 

Oxford ,  
June 8 ,  1904. 

D e a r  P r o f e s s o r ,  

You are no doubt aware that I ax on t h e  point o f  vacat ing 
the Regius Professorsh ip  of Xedicine here. The appointment of  my 
successor  i s  i n  t h e  h,mds of  t h e  Prime E i n i s t e r  (Ilr. 1 3 d f o u r )  who 
i n  t h i s  mat ter  a c t s  independently o f  the University.  H e  appears 
at present  t o  be unable t o  decide on the proper course t o  be ta3ten. Lv col leagues and I have placed before h i m  our opinion i n  favour of 
appo in t ing  o u r  "Reader i n  Pathology" who i s  a l s o  Di rec tor  o f  t h e  
Pa tho log ica l  L a b o r a t o r y ,  be being i n  o u r  judgment a man o f  h igher  
s c i e n t i f i c  p o s i t i o n  than amy one t o  be had i n  the U n i t e d  Kingdom 
a t  present .  I t  appears however t h a t  c e r t a i n  objec t ions  have been 
suggested t o  flr. R a l f o u r  which from a statesmants  po in t  o f  view 
have v d u e ,  however groundless they :my seem t o  us. 

T h i s  being the D o s i t i o n  of mdters,  it has seemed desirable t o  
communicate t o  the X i n i s t e r  our hope that  i f ,  f o r  the  reasons r e -  
ferred t o ,  he i s  unable t o  take the course we suggested seve ra l  
months s o ,  he should as t h e  next best course, a s k  some d is t inguished  
r ep resen ta t ive  o f  the science o f  fTedicine, ou t s ide  o f  th i s  E'nisrer- 
8iO;rr t o  consent t o  occugy t h e  pos i t i on .  I now w r i t e  t o  ask you 
whether me m y  venture t o  e n t e r t a i n  the hope that you might be in-  
duced t o  accept the pos i t i on  i f  it were offered t o  you. 

i s  that  dec l in ing  h e a l t h  arid s t rength  makes m e  unable t o  do the 
work e f f i c i e n t l y .  As yo= w i l j  see f r o m  the paper sent  by t h i s  
p p s t  the  work  i s  very l igh t .  The Regius P ro fes so r  need not  reside 
more  than  one-third of  the year,  s o  that  he can, if he l ikes ,  
a v a i l  h2mself o f  the proximity o f  London f o r  any work o r  purpose 
that  rnw require h is  presence. 

I t h i n k  I should add t h a t  my only reason f o r  res igning  my p o s t  

I understand tha t  you are t o  be i n  Oxford a t  the Weeting 
the B.X. Association. K i l l  you and Nrs. Osler be our gues ts?  
You would f ind my house conveniently s i t u a t e d  for the businegs 
the Lee t ing .  

I rrould have w r i t t e n  sooner but I have been ill m d  have 

Yours very t r u l y ,  
la te ly  found nprself i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  make any arrangements, 

J . BURDON- SAKDIBSGE? . 
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